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"Kids, I'm trying to play here. Let's go!" Adam Sandler  screams
across the fake forest at a trio of tots who braved this
month's
ice storm to play an early morning round of indoor miniature golf
at Scotty's Golf Park on Park Lane.

Standing alone on Hole 3, with a corner of her dress in her
mouth and a golf ball in her hand, a 3-year-old girl whips
around
to see who's yelling at her. She squints at Mr. Sandler - a
29-year-old menace in a leather jacket, black jeans and
biker boots
- and runs back to her mom.

Shtick is lost on her.

But for Mr. Sandler's older fans, the over-the-top wailing
works. In his new film, Happy Gilmore, Mr. Sandler plays a
hot-
tempered hockey player with no talent who ends up playing pro
golf for money.

And on his new album - What the Hell Happened to Me?, released
this week - bathroom-humor sketches and hard-rocking
ballads
accompany the much-played Chanukah Song.

In real life, the former Saturday Night Live star is more
comfortable playing basketball. But waving his putter like a pro,
Mr.
Sandler takes to the course at Scotty's like a second home and
discusses life and movie-star fame while knocking in a few
holes-in-one:

* Hole 1: Do you call it putt-putt or mini golf?

"What's the difference? Looks like I'm going to start out with.
. . ." He putts a hole-in-one. "Outstanding! That's never
happened
to me before."

* Hole 2: What do you think of our nice Southern weather?

"I like the winter in New York. I like being cold and getting
hot chocolate. Los Angeles is usually nice. I need to be a human
being and be miserable on occasion. . . . What's happening? What's
happening? Ooohhh. . . ." He misses a shot by a mile.
"No, I
didn't miss. I just chose not to put it in."

* Hole 3: You've done two of your own movies now, Billy Madison
and Happy Gilmore. Which do you like better?

"I think that because Billy was my first and I wrote it with
my buddy, Tim Herlihy, it was a cool experience and it will be
closer to me my whole life. I think Happy is getting a broader
response. It's like, a 40-year-old lady can't sit through Billy
Madison. This movie, when I go see it, gets a wider variety of
people smiling and laughing."

* Hole 4: Your characters got smarter from Billy Madison to
Happy Gilmore. Is the next guy going to be a genius?

"I don't think I'll ever get to that. Happy's not a dolt. He's a
nice guy, a family guy. He cares for his grandma; he's a
working-class guy." He putts one straight into the hole. "Oooh,
that was a hole-in-one, eh? Tim and I are going to write a
romantic
comedy next."



* Hole 5: Bob Barker kicks your butt in the movie. Who taught
him to fight?

"Chuck Norris. We wrote Bob Barker into the script from the
beginning. He studied with Norris for years, so he was so
excited
to fight and beat the hell out of me."

* Hole 6: Which is harder: stand-up comedy or movie acting?

"Right now, I'm just starting to concentrate on acting. I've
been doing comedy or being funny on TV since I was 17, so I've
been
involved in it for 12 years. I haven't concentrated 1,000 percent
on being an actor. I'm surprised how hard you have
to concentrate
to be good at it. I know I can do it; I'm just not concentrating
all the time."

He screams at his ball, which misses the hole and slides down a
hill: "It's happening again; what the hell are you doing?"
Maneuvering to get a putt in on the third try, he bears down on his
club as if it were a hockey stick - a technique he uses in
Happy
Gilmore. "Hockey automatically gets it in," he says, sinking the
putt.

* Hole 7: How did the Chanukah Song materialize?

"I was walking on the street past Letterman's Ed Sullivan
Theater. I thought I should write a song about Chanukah, that
would
be nice."

He stops to converse with the kids who have caught up. "What's
going on there, dearie?" he asks the little girl with the ball
in
her mouth, who's charging through the course like a maniac. He asks
the boys what's going on with their sister. "I don't
know," one
replies. "She's not playing."

"Well, she's eating the ball," says Mr. Sandler. "That's not
right. That's not golf etiquette, young lady. No eating the ball.
Oy
yoy yoy.

"What was I saying? There aren't many Chanukah songs. So I
thought that could be funny. And the first thing I thought of
was
that Paul Newman's half-Jewish, Goldie Hawn's half-Jewish, too, put
them together, what a fine-looking Jew."

* Hole 8: What's the sequel going to be?

"I have to write a Passover song now, that would be funny. So
much matzo. . . . I'll stay away from haroset."

* Hole 9: Wanna bet who wins the last hole?

"Let's do it for, I guess, a buck." The reporter hits a
hole-in-one. "Oh nice shot, how did that happen? It just all the
sudden
made a dipsy-doodle. There's no way I'm going to get it in."
He putts and misses. Knocking it in on the next shot, he
reaches
into his pocket for a wad of bills, pulling out a dollar. "All
right, congratulations."

PHOTO(S): (Universal Pictures: Joseph Lederer) In
Happy Gilmore, Adam Sandler plays a cranky working man who goes manic
on
the golf course. ; PHOTO LOCATION: NR.
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